An action planning mechanism hypothesis on Broca's aphasia.
The present article proposes that the language production difficulties of Broca's aphasics may be explained by damage to the brain action planning mechanism. More precisely, the impairment to the ability for performing what Koechlin and Jubaul (2006) called the "successive selection of subordinate segments that constitute" "hierarchically higher action plans" would hamper the capacity to hierarchically combine ideas and communicative goals in the context of language production. It is also proposed how such a hypothesis could be tested by using already existent cognitive tasks in combination to traditional treatments of aphasia. The hypothesis may be framed as an attempt to give an application for the body of knowledge about the connections between language and action as well as to collect more evidence on the matter - evidence which could potentially be of fundamental importance for the field of study concerned and for the elaboration of new rehabilitation programs.